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LIMDIS

 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1

TAGS:  MARR, UK

SUBJECT:  SCHLESINGER VIEWS ON MASON: PRESS REPORTS

 

1.  THERE IS A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE THIS MORNING

IN DAILY TELEGRAPH WITH A "BY OUR WASHINGTON STAFF"

BYLINE THAT SAYS THOUGH OFFICIALLY US SYMPATHIZES

WITH BRITISH DECISION TO CUT DEFENSE SPENDING "DEFENSE

SECRETARY IS KNOWN TO BE QUITE DISGUSTED WITH MR.

MASON, HIS OPPOSITE NUMBER."  ARTICLE GOES ON TO SAY

"HE HAS PRIVATELY TOLD AMERICAN DEFENSE CORRESPONDENTS

THAT THE BRITISH DEFENSE MINISTER IS A 'NOBODY' AND

THAT 'WE CAN NO LONGER EXPECT BRITISH TO PULL ANY

WEIGHT'."

2.  I DON'T KNOW WHAT SECDEF PRIVATE VIEWS ARE ABOUT

ROY MASON-REPORT MAY BE ONE-HUNDRED PER CENT ACCURATE-

ALTHOUGH I WOULD THINK IF THESE REPORTS ARE CORRECT

HE UNDERESTIMATES MASON, IF NOT AS AN INTELLECT,

AT LEAST AS A SOLID AND STAUNCH FRIEND AND AN EFFECTIVE

POLITICIAN IN A DIFFICULT SITUATION.  IN ANY EVENT,

REPORTS LIKE THIS CANNOT DO ANYTHING BUT HARM

OUR INTERESTS AND RELATIONSHIPS HERE.  IT ALSO COMES

ON MORNING OF DAY MASON HAS INVITED ME TO LUNCH.
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I HOPE YOU COULD DEVOTE SOME ATTENTION HOW BEST

TO COUNTERACT EFFECTS OF THIS PIECE, FROM OUTRIGHT

DENIAL TO SOME KIND OF "RE-INTERPRETATION".

3.  BESIDES, YOU OWE ME SOME FAVORS ANYHOW.
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